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Christian Transformation			
Developing Beliefs

Remember to live in the moment and tell God you love Him. Today could easily be your last and then you are
HOME!  Use your opportunities with loved ones to smile and give them kindness and affection.

Demonic Propaganda
1. Life in the garden, before the fall was wondrous and full of innocence, purity & intimacy with God
2. Ever since the fall of man, life has been about survival, slavery & suffering at the hands of demonically motivated power seekers – life is suffering.
a. Born spiritually separated from the only One who is able to make life sensible and hopeful
b. Our physical bodies become sick & injured causing suffering even while we seek happiness
c. Our loved ones get sick and die and then we zip through the adversities of this life and die as well
3. Demonic propaganda is given to persuade mankind that life w/out God but with material prosperity can be joyful and successful – Disneyland fairy tales, romance as happiness stories, etc.
4. Rom 1:18-32 describes the debauchery and chaos that results from worshipping the creature.
5. Our Old Man beliefs are all based on a foundation of deception, telling us that if we can acquire enough of the right earthly blessings that we can create happiness on our own, apart from God.
6. From very early in life we attach the emptiness that produces our desires to people, choosing to believe that relating to them with conditional love (give/get) is what will fulfill our hearts, apart from God.
7. Once we choose to attach our desires and faith to earthly blessings, our expectation that these people and situations will fulfill us takes over our goals, priorities, values and pursuits.
8. When we program our beliefs, expectations and relational strategies attached to the temporal and earthly, we set ourselves up to fail in the face of inevitable adversity, resulting in disappointment, disillusion, depression and despair.
9. Idolatry Loop – attach your desires & faith to people & earthly situations for fulfillment  inevitable failure of the earthly to satisfy  disappointed  broken heart, soul pain
a. We blame self and others for the failure of our idolatrous plan to provided fulfillment
b. Implement defense mechanisms (denial, self-protection), numbing the soul, making +H impossible
· 2Cor 10:4 – stronghold – defensive philosophy that protects from being hurt again
c. Attempt self-improvement, believing that a “better me” can make my idolatrous plan successful
d. Our last option to be considered is giving up on our idolatries and removing the beliefs that tell us that depending on people and earthly blessings is a workable approach to life.
10. When our life results in our idolatrous beliefs failing us and letting us down, we can react with anger and bitterness or we can surrender to the Lord by surrendering our lies in exchange for the truth.

Christ – Prince Charming
1. The romance and hero stories that have been in the world since the beginning of time are actually pointing to man’s possible relationship with Christ who is our eternal mate and heroic savior, rescuing us from the sin, evil and suffering of life in the devil’s world.
a. The world is full of violent evil, tragic suffering and inevitable grief that human beings are unable to do anything to lessen – we are born under the domination of evil.
b. Our only escape is possible through the Person and work of the Lord – He is our lover and our savior.
c. Sleeping Beauty: the helpless woman (unbeliever), between life and death who can only be rescued by the romantic kiss of Prince Charming (Christ). 




Naomi – Old Man Beliefs Meet Real Life		Shattered Dreams – Larry Crabb

1. Fallen angels and mankind naturally form their ideas about life and +H independently of God’s will.
2. All plans, ideas and strategies formed apart from God’s will are doomed to fail, producing pain.
3. We all experience the loss of our initial earthly dreams and experience the pain of that loss.
4. We either react and become angry about the loss of our dreams or we allow ourselves to be humbled and are willing to surrender our earthly focus for God’s will
5. Naomi believed that the loss of her earthly blessings meant the end of any possibility for her to be happy
6. Like Lucifer, she rejected God’s will to take her husband and son and became bitter against Him

Ruth 1:1-2 now it came about in the days when the judges governed, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the land of Moab with his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife, Naomi; and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. Now they entered the land of Moab and remained.
a. During the period of the Judges, a Jewish woman’s highest calling was to bring forth sons who might be the lineage of the Messiah – they were all waiting on Messiah to come.
b. Naomi attached her desire & faith to earthly ideas of marriage, family & the Messianic Line
c. Her attachment to the men in her life as her happiness is revealed when she loses them and the way she reacts with bitterness, broken by the will of God.

Vs 3-5 then Elimelech, Naomi's husband, died; and she was left with her two sons. 4 They took for themselves Moabite women as wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. And they lived there about ten years. 5 Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died, and the woman was bereft of her two children and her husband. 

a. Naomi, her husband & sons went to Moab full of hope God would bless them in an earthly manner
b. 10 years after they headed to Moab, she was left without a husband or sons to care for her.
· An older woman beyond marriageable age, alone in the ancient world was destitute
c. Bereft – shaar – she was left alone with no visible means of support & nothing to offer

Vs 6 then she arose with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the land of Moab, for she had heard in the land of Moab that the LORD had visited His people in giving them food. 
a. The Lord visited His people, giving them food - famine was over & her chance of living was better there

7 So she departed from the place where she was, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah. 8 And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go, return each of you to her mother's house. May the LORD deal kindly with you as you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9 "May the LORD grant that you may find rest, each in the house of her husband." Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. 10 And they said to her, "No, but we will surely return with you to your people." 11 But Naomi said, "Return, my daughters. Why should you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands? 12 "Return, my daughters! Go, for I am too old to have a husband. If I said I have hope, if I should even have a husband tonight and also bear sons, 13 would you therefore wait until they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters; for it is harder for me than for you, for the hand of the LORD has gone forth against me." 
Ruth 1:20 She said, "Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.

a. Naomi seeks to take care of her daughters in law –playing the martyr out of self-pity?
b. The hand of the Lord has lined up against me – she believed God was against her
c. Vs 20 – call me Mara (bitter) because the Lord has embittered me – made me bitter.
· Notice that she is preoccupied with blame and who she blames for her pain 
· She believes that her pain is being caused by her circumstances that are being controlled by God
d. The emotional sorrows we feel are caused by what we choose to believe about our circumstances, not the situations themselves. 

Naomi – Summary of Beliefs
1. Like most, if not all the young women in ancient Israel, a good marriage and having sons was considered the best earthly circumstances possible and the primary source of happiness.
a. A proper marriage and family has always been part of God’s plan for most people, but it is not a substitute for intimacy with Him.
b. The divine institutions of marriage and family are part of the formula for a strong national entity
c. In the modern day the devil has done all that he can to destroy divine institutions

2. What did Naomi want?  To who or what had she attached her desires?
a. Naomi attached her desires and her faith to her husband and her 2 sons, expecting God to give them many prosperous years of family and grandchildren – losing them took the heart out of her
b. In spite of her opportunity to live her life for the Lord, she placed her faith in the earthly - normal
c. She had mapped out her years ahead full of love and family & possibly the line of Messiah

3. When God allowed (not caused) her imaginary dream life to come to an end, she began to visualize & verbalize that her chances for happiness in life were over. 
d. When God allows adversities into our life, they are for our growth and His glory
e. God was far from through with Naomi but she reacted by believing her false belief that her dead husband and sons were her only chance for happiness in this life.

4. The natural reaction of fallen creatures when their human plan for happiness fails is to become angry, then hopeless, falling into despair and depression.
a. We form our idolatrous beliefs that inevitably fail us and then we develop reactionary beliefs when they do lead us to a place of disappointment – Col 3:21 we numb our emotions
b. We form beliefs of self-protection, telling self that we can’t afford to be hurt that way again – we build walls and defensive structures in our soul to protect us from being vulnerable again

5. When Naomi’s earthly plan & human agenda came apart, she adopted the belief that life as she knew it was over and that God was purposely make her life difficult.
a. When our life plans fail, we instinctively choose to blame – self, others, God 
Gen 3:12-13 the man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate." 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" And the woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."
b. There is a difference between examining the root of a behavior to correct it and using blame as a strategy not to actually deal with the root issues. 
c. We use guilt, shame and denigration of self reacting to our failure to make our idolatrous plan work, as a diversion and rationale to avoid giving up our idolatry – “at least I feel bad about my reactive sins”

6. After her husband and sons died, Naomi’s inner dialogue can be determined by her words and actions.
a. God has unfairly turned against me (Lucifer); God has made me bitter (not I have reacted by believing lies that made me feel bitterness); everything is against me now
b. My only hope was to be married, a mother and then a grandmother – faith/hope in earthly blessings
c. The ideas she spoke to herself caused her to feel, speak and act the way she did – dejected
7. Like all of us, Naomi set herself up for failure and pain by attaching her faith and expectations to earthly blessings that couldn’t help but one day let her down.
8. When her plan to be happy through the men in her life was shattered, she decided to believe that her life was devoid of any future hope or happiness.
a. Had she been able to cherish her earthly blessings but love the Lord more, she would have been able to grieve her losses with hope, not as those who have no hope.
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 Thes 4:13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 
