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Rom 13:1-5 Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For 
there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by 
God. 2 Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and 
they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For rulers 
are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no 
fear of authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same; 4 for it
is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it 
does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who 
brings wrath upon the one who practices evil. 

 Good – agathos  divine good from God – if you are living Christian life
 Evil – kakos  bad behavior, not poneros, demonic evil
 If you are living your life to produce divine good which will also produce 

moral behavior, then you should have nothing to fear from government, so 
cooperate within the government in power.

 The question is, what is God’s will for the believer when a sitting 
government criminalizes God’s will? Forbidding assembly for public safety? 

 What is government’s role & purpose in the life of the believer?

1 Tim 2:1 First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, 2 for kings and all who are in 
authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and 
dignity. 3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires 
all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

 that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.
 Government’s divine role is to maintain a peaceful environment where the 

gospel & the word of God can be shared & taught.
 What do we do when the government outlaws God & Christ? Church?
 When they write laws to take our guns? Do the written laws of evil men 

trump the unwritten laws of the right to self defense? 
 What if they pass a law that for the 1st-2nd grades, all children must be 

delivered to a government training facility for those 2 yrs?

jus primae noctis, or first night, is the right of the local noble to deflower local 
peasant brides on their wedding night before their newlywed husbands ????!!!



Beginning of a Resolution: 
a. Stand humble before the Lord, willing to sacrifice yourself for the sake of 

Christ & ask Him for wisdom.
b. Determine that you will personally do the will of God regardless of what it 

costs you, regardless of what the government requires.
Act 4:18-20 when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to 
speak or teach in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter & John answered & said to them,
"Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you
be the judge; 20 for we cannot stop speaking what we have seen & heard." 

c. Refuse to ever violate the clear will of God as taught in the word of God
d. Use the eyes & ears of your heart, standing before the Lord to seek His will 

about complex issues. Give up your guns?  What if we become China?
e. What if mother of Moses had obeyed the dictate to kill all newborn males?

Preparation for Extreme Adversity & Persecution
a. God allows members of the church to experience every kind of hardship 

that the devil can devise so that we can use God’s word to overcome him.
b. Many/most bel’s will be spiritually unprepared for national adversity.

 If the bel’s momentum is in worldly pursuits, it will be very difficult to let
go of the world as your solution to your safety & security.

 A socialist or communist government will confiscate your retirement 
“for the greater good” voiding out all past contracts.

c. Just like every other difficulty in life, the solution is always to attach your 
faith to the promises & principles of the word & endure through until God 
fulfills His promise – regardless of the outcome.

d. Spiritual momentum from consistent inhale of spiritual truth, determined 
application & surrender of your own soul to the Lord.

e. The mature believer who has disconnected his/her faith from worldly 
situations to meet the needs of the soul, will be able to let go of material 
blessings to follow Christ.

f. Jesus surrendered His earthly possessions: right under both Jewish & 
Roman law for a fair trial, not to be scourged & crucified. He didn’t reject 
the evil of both governments because He was fulfilling a spiritual mission.   

g. Our mission is to use wisdom to have the greatest impact for Christ, to give 
the gospel & encourage others with the word. 

h. We have to keep the mission in mind, be wise in our rejection of evil laws 
so that we can remain free to evangelize rather than using confrontation.



Endurance 

Intro:
Endurance and to be able to endure is the first lesson a child should learn 

because it’s the one they will most need to know.   Jean Jacques Rousseau
Unless you have courage, a courage that keeps you going, always going, no 

matter what happens, there is no certainty of success. It is really an endurance 
race.      Henry Ford

Victory requires endurance no matter the endeavor, to be a great runner 
like Glenn Cunningham whose motto was “Never Quit” or a Christian seeking to 
become like Christ, the capacity to hang tough when life is tough is necessary.

Def & Description:
ὑπομονη (1) capacity for resolute continuance in a course of action’, endurance, 
perseverance, steadfastness 
NAS Luke 8:15 " Even the good soil has to be steadfast to bear fruit, it doesn’t just 
happen because you show up.
NAS Heb 10:36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the 
will of God, you may receive what was promised.

 Continuing to trust God under pressure always results in blessings
 

(2) steadfast adherence to a course of action when facing difficulties & testings 
syn: perseverance, endurance, fortitude 

Jam 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brethren, when you are suddenly surrounded 
by various trials, 3 knowing that the proving of your faith in God’s word produces 
endurance. 4 And let endurance have its complete result, that you may be mature 
and complete, lacking in nothing.

 Consider – hegeomai – to guide your imagination, direct your mind into joy
 Your status of soul, joy - misery is determined by how you interpret your 
life
 Interpretation is based on what you know & believe to be true
 Seeing God honor His promises in your life increases faith, enabling you to 
trust God for greater challenges, continuing to build faith every tim.

Rom 5:3 And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation brings about perseverance; 4 and perseverance, proven character; and 
proven character, hope; 5  hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.



Process & Logic:
Rom 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 

Learn promises & principles  TEST: adversities  Faith Rest cycle: learn, 
believe, apply, wait on fulfillment  God is faithful to promises  proof: 
evidence of God’s faithfulness  persuaded He will always honor His word  
increased inner strength from experience  able to endure greater challenges

 Knowledge of truth + testing of every adversity + application of truth + God’s 
faithfulness + evidence of personal experience = increased inner strength to 
run the race to the end  glorify God and be rewarded in eternity.

 Knowing that whatever God allows in my life is for spiritual growth & divine 
good, I gratefully embrace my adversities knowing that they are designed to 
produce divine good in my life.

 Consider – guide your mind – use the eyes & voice of your heart to imagine the
good that God is working through your life rather than how much the adversity
is hindering your earthly agenda producing anger & fear.

Rev 14:12 Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commands of 
God and their faith in Jesus – refused to take the Mark

1. Endurance is necessary to reach a state of maturity and produce fruit.
Jam 1:2-4 – test/adversity  faith/word  fulfill/word endurance  mature
 Endurance enables us to stay in transformation to reach spiritual maturity
 Sp. maturity is the normal Christian life which has become abnormal in our day
Lk 8:14-15 Thorny soil – word choked by worries, pleasures, riches – no fruit
The good soil – good heart, holds fast and endures to bear fruit – 30, 60, 100 fold
 Believer dominated by OM beliefs falls prey to worry, pleasure, riches
 Sp life stalls out and heart is redirected into worldly pursuits & pleasures
Jms 5:11 – blessed is he who endures – Job – receive compassion & mercy

2. Different forms of adversity – Lk 21:15-19 – betrayal by family, execution, 
hatred by the world; 2Thess 1:4 – persecution from religion and government; 
Heb 10:33-34 – public insult & ridicule, tribulation, loss/property & family



a. Endurance is one of first virtues produced in sp. growth Rom 5:3-5, Jam 1:2-4
b. Endurance enables us to trust under pressure waiting on God honor His word
c. Endurance enables us to not lose heart under the heat of divine training 
Heb 12:5-11 – God’s divine training program producing experiential righteousness

3. Endurance is pursued, learned and developed as we live the CWL.
1 Tim 6:11 But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness - pursue - +R, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance, humility             
dioko PAImpv – seek, chase, run after – focus your mind on building endurance
 Adversity is an opportunity to build the inner strength to maintain faith

2 Thes 3:5 And may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the 
steadfastness of Christ.   Lord guide your hearts – love/God, endurance of Christ
kateuthuno – guide, direct, remove obstacles; visualize perseverance of Christ

Rom 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our 
instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope. 5 Now may God who gives perseverance & encouragement 
grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus; 

God gives endurance through the word  hope/confidence in our future 
OT scriptures written for our endurance & comfort  might have hope

4.  Christian life is an endurance race not a sprint – run to win
Heb 12:1 – run the race set before us with endurance looking at Jesus who ran 
before us

Witnesses – OT examples of faith – endurance is related to persevering in faith
Lay aside every encumbrance – an obstacle – OM worldly goals and priorities
Most besetting sin – that which surrounds and controls – controlling sins
Let us run – trecho – push ahead, exert effort – admonishment to live CWL

5. Success in the Christian life is achieved by faithfulness – enduring to end
1Cor 4:2 In this case, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.
Found – evaluated based on performance; sum total of Christian service



Faithful – pistos – result of pistis (faith) – behavior based on consistent faith
Rev 1:5 Jesus, Eph 4:9 Onesimus, Eph 6:21 Tychius, Col 1:7 Epaphrus, 1Tim 4:17 
1Tim 1:12 – Paul: God considered me faithful, 1Tim 3:11 wives of deacons, 2Tim 
2:2 commit the teaching to faithful men, Heb 3:2,5 Moses
 Endurance enables us to stay steady to the end of the race – keep running
 Faithful men/women consistently take responsibility for their role in church
 Faithfulness to continue growing – take off OM – put on NM

6. Endurance is necessary to do God’s will in persecution of the devil’s 
world.

Persecution: Heb 10:32-36 – after being enlightened – endured great struggle of 
suffering: public spectacle, insults, persecutions; share with others being 
persecuted; sympathy with prisoners; joyfully accepted seizure of property
Vs 35 – don’t throw away your confidence/boldness  reward – confidence = 
endurance   Vs 36 – for, need of endurance, having done God’s will, receive what 
was promised
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