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Introduction
This particularly concentrated description of the God-Man in Col 1:15-20 leads us 
to believe that there was a reason for Paul writing it the way he did. Every aspect 
of this divine resume’ was written to refute the ideas being used to confuse the 
believers in the church.     As in every period of human history, the philosophies of 
the day were being used as a justification for rejecting Jesus as the God-Man. This 
is important because if JC was not both God & man, He couldn’t be our mediator. 
If He wasn’t human, He couldn’t have been the sacrifice for sins or rise from the 
dead & we would still be under the condemnation of AOS and imprisoned by 
death.

a. In every age & time period, the forces of evil are hard at work seeking to 
somehow avoid the terrible sentence that has been passed upon them. 

b. Clearly, these evil forces consider it to their advantage in their war with God to 
deceive & control the general population using man-centered philosophies.

c. The false teachings infiltrating the first century church were not new, nor had 
they been developed just for the church in Colossae, these were old ideas 
being sold with new terminology & had been accepted by many in the culture.

d. In every age the goal is to have the believer reject the grace plan of God to 
exchange it for the man centered solutions being promoted in the culture.

e. By challenging & nullifying the truth about who Christ is and what He has done 
for us, they can cause us to redirect our faith away from the true Lord & His 
grace system for reconciling us to Himself – attach our faith to a false gospel.

f. The Gnostic Heresy was a combination of Greek, Oriental & Jewish mysticism 
that offered you a chance to be special & to be one of the elite if you were 
willing to follow their prescriptions for success. 

Erwin W. Lutzer, Christ Among Other gods, A Defense of Christ in an Age of 
Tolerance (Moody Press, Chicago, 1994),

Because of the rising tide of human philosophies confronting us today, no New 
Testament book speaks with more relevancy than does the epistle to the 
Colossians. Not only do we live in an atomic and space age, but in the most 
technologically advanced age of all time. As in the past, this is a day where, duped 



by the age-old lie of Satan, man still continues to believe in himself and his ability 
to solve his problems apart from God as He is revealed in Scripture. Through one 
avenue or another, man continues to offer his own manmade solutions for the ills 
of society whether in the form of secular humanism or religious syncretism. But it 
appears many are becoming discontented over the futility of materialism and 
somewhat dissatisfied with the idea that life is but a cosmic accident. As a result, 
many are turning to the New Age movement that has been growing by leaps and 
bounds. This new movement claims we stand at the brink of an entirely new age 
of human achievement and potential, one that will unify the world and bring an 
end to war and an end to hunger through a redistribution of the world’s resources 
and population control. It will lead to the conservation of the earth’s 
environment, result in genuine equality among all races and religions and 
between men and women, and provide a global ethic that will unite the human 
family. But at the center of this movement is a religious syncretism that rejects 
the biblical revelation of God as revealed in Christ. According to this movement, 
Christ is only one of many religious leaders or influences that man may turn to 
because there are other ways that are equally valid.

Increasingly our generation wants to take religion out of the realm of rational 
discourse and relegate it to the area of personal preferences and opinions. If 
there are thirty-one flavors of ice cream, why can we not have similar variety in 
religions? The gods of the New Age Movement are always tolerant of sexual 
preferences, feminism, and hedonistic pleasures at almost any cost. Why 
shouldn’t we each choose a religion that is compatible with our private values? In 
order to have a meaningful faith, it must agree with our deeply held beliefs. What 
works for you might not work for me.

g. In a day when we are talking about sending people to Mars, attaching robotic 
mechanisms to the brain & developing a vaccine in only months, why do we 
need God? We have been seduced by the illusion of progress & technology.

h. The philosophies of today while claiming to be based on new technologies and 
possibilities are the same ancient ideas given new sounding names. 

Ex: Groothius:  One New Age movement promotes an idea called monism. 
Monism is the belief that all is one, that everything is interrelated, 
interdependent, & interpenetrating. It promotes the hideous idea that humanity, 



nature, and God are not separate from each other, but are one. As an illustration, 
John Randolph Price, a New Age writer, teaches that everyone should affirm, “I 
and the Father are one, & all the Father has is mine. In truth I am the Christ of 
God,” and that he calls ‘anti-Christ’ those under-evolved, ignorant ones who deny 
‘the divinity of all mankind.  
 Climate Panic-Crisis ideology claiming that globalism is necessary for survival
 Emphasize animals above humanity – better a pedophile than hurt an animal

Ex: Marxism – socio-economic system based on greed & jealousy that promotes 
class warfare. Rejects the idea of the individual & puts everyone into groups, 
assigning characteristics to each group for the purpose of pitting them against 
one another.  The wealthy are the enemies of the poor and the poor should rise 
up and take back what is theirs. Those with colored skin have been victimized by 
those with white skin & therefore the whites must pay homage to everyone else. 
 Different forms of social gospel, rescuing everyone from the hardships of life.
 Using greed, jealousy & blame to enlist the social gospel types to remove God 

from the public square, schools & government. 
 Deceiving the church to become a tool to right the social wrongs of society. 

i. The political arena has been elevated in importance as we watch the forces of 
evil tear down a nation that has defended freedom in the entire world, to 
replace it with a totalitarian system – limit the freedom of the church to 
evangelize and openly teach the word.

j. We are entering a historical phase in USA where our human freedoms will be 
removed, where violence will be rampant & close upon us, where group 
assemblies won’t be allowed – each of us will have to decide what the will of 
the Lord is in each situation.

k. Those with wisdom from years of sp. growth will be moved to listen to Him 
closely (every thought captive) to lead those whose faith is in worldly solutions

First Century Gnosticism – The Colossian Heresy
1. Gnosticism derives its name from gnosis, meaning knowledge & refers to a 

philosophical system claiming to possess superior understanding of God, the 
creation & the world.

a. This came primarily from those who had adopted or were attracted to 
Hellenistic systems of philosophy. 



b. It was an attempt to reconcile different branches of philosophy with both 
Jewish & Christian theology. 

c. The believers who accepted these false ideas also rejected the biblical 
principles taught through the apostles – there was no bible. 

2. A defining concept which must be understood is the word “syncretism” 
meaning to combine different systems of thought seeking to unify them into 
a cohesive whole. 

a. Under the ancient influence of “The Logos – the unifying structure of the 
universe” first century thinkers tried to unify all the different systems of 
thought into one grand, unified system of superior knowledge.

b. Those who possessed this superior knowledge (the elite) saw themselves 
having a superior understanding compared to the common folk.

c. By seeking to combine all the ideas into a cohesive whole, the Gnostics 
missed the whole point that Christianity is totally exclusive

3. Gnosticism was a major Satanic attack on the 1st century church.
a. Combined Greek philosophy, legalistic Judaism with oriental dualism to form 

an apostate syncretism, combined into one system & covered with a veneer 
of Christian vocabulary. 

b. Plato’s Form Theory – made a distinction between physical matter and the 
realm of immaterial ideas & concepts. 
 Over time, the theory was widely accepted as reality, evolving into 

viewing all matter as corrupt & evil while all spirit & concept was pure 
 Under this superior knowledge God could not directly create the universe 

without connecting Himself to evil matter. 
c. Legalistic Judaism – turned teaching rituals of the Law into a works system
 The commands intended to expose man’s depravity & need for a savior
 Ritual visual aids taught the Messianic plan of grace salvation 
 Promises to A/E, Noah, Abraham & David clarified the person of Messiah

d. Oriental Dualism – good & evil are equal, eternally pulling on each other
 Moral Relativity – no such thing as divine good

4. The purpose of Gnosticism was to deny the deity & humanity of Christ. 



a. If all physical matter is evil, then God who is pure cannot come in contact 
with evil physical matter.

b. If all physical matter was corrupt & evil the God-Son could not have joined 
Himself to a human body made of physical matter.

c. Gnostics said He was a either a phantom ghost or an illusion – imagine what 
that does to Christ as the perfect human sacrifice & as our Mediator.

d. Under Gnostic assumptions, neither the Hypostatic Union nor the sacrifice 
of perfect humanity was possible.

5. God used the false thinking of the day to motivate Paul & later John to write 
the biblical record that develops our understanding of Christ.
a. Gnosticism caused Paul to develop technical vocabulary to describe the 

resume of GS & the principles and the mechanics of the Christian way of life
b. The Gnostics claimed to possess superior gnosis – knowledge, Paul explains 

that the Christian faith is built on epignosis – knowing beyond knowledge

6. With the physical being corrupt, 2 schools of thought developed, one based 
on the ascetic trend and those with the lascivious trend.
a. Ascetic – do the do’s and don’t the don’ts to gain God’s favor
b. Lascivious – the material is corrupt & irredeemable, just do what you want
c. The error of Platonic Form Theory was widely accepted as truth, deceiving 

many people, even the church.
 The progressive error in today’s thought makes many assumptions that 

are opposed to biblical truth. 


