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Every period of history has its particular philosophical belief systems. These 
man centered philosophical systems are created by the devil and fed to mankind 
through the world system. Pontus Pilate indicated to Jesus that he didn’t believe 
that absolute truth existed, that truth was all relative. The Modern period (1500-
1945) used empirical science to seek absolute truths. In the Post Modern period a 
bogus interpretation system called deconstructionism has convinced the world 
once again that truth is relative, there is no God and there are no absolute truths.  

In 1st Century Colossae, a philosophy called Gnosticism had crept into the 
church. A mix of Greek, Eastern & Jewish philosophy asserting that all physical 
matter was evil. The conclusion was that God simply could not incarnate into a 
human body. The body was evil and so it was impossible for the God-Man to exist. 
Conclusion: Jesus was not truly God nor truly human.  Paul writes this beautiful 
description of the Lord Jesus Christ.

God’s Glory 
1 Chr 16:27 Glory and majesty are before Him, Strength and joy are in His dwelling 
place.
There are 3 distinct spirit persons that make up the one God. We call His “three 
making one” manifestation, the Trinity or the Godhead. In Eternity Past at the 
Eternal Life Conference, the 3 of them decided to share themselves with creatures 
that they would create, angels and then mankind. God making Himself known to 
His creatures is called glorifying Himself.

a. Greek glory: doxa, means an outward manifestation of an inward quality. 
Mt 6:28-29 lilies growing in the field have more glory than Solomon

 Inward qualities of the bulb are manifested & the glory is the flower
Lk 9:31-32 Transfiguration: saw His glory –shining through His body & clothing 

 outward manifestation of His inner deity being manifested to be seen
b. Glorifying God by believers involves expressing & praising Him & His works

Lk 2:20 Temple shepherds having received a revelation to provide understanding 
(glory) were glorifying God (shouting and praising Him for the birth of Christ)

c. Paul reveals both the deity and humanity of Christ in stunning detail.

Col 1:15-20 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation. 16

For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 



invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have 
been created by Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all 
things hold together. 18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the 
beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have 
first place in everything. 19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fulness 
to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made 
peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth 
or things in heaven.

Jn 1:1-18; 
Heb 1:3
15 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-cause of all creation.

 Humanity of Jesus manifested the perfect essence of His deity; Heb 1:3 – 
radiance of His essence & exact representation of His nature; Jn 1:18 Jesus 
manifested deity
 Paul rejects the Greek idea that all matter is evil – GS became a man
 First –born = first cause, pre-existing physical matter yet joined to a human 
body & nature

 16 For by Him all things were created, in heavens & on earth, visible & invisible, 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through 
Him & for Him. 

 By Him – through Him – Christ is the intermediate agent of creation
 GF – planned creation; Christ – architect, supervisor; GHS – direct creation

John 1:3 All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into 
being that has come into being. 

17 And He pre-existed all things, and by Him all things hold together. 
 He is the eternal, self-existent one – He is the I AM that I AM of OT.
 In Him all things are holding together – He is the Logos, all the laws of nature 
and the universe are summed up in His mind and His spoken word.

Heb 1:2-3 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of
all things, through whom also He made the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His 



glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word
of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high;

18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born 
from the dead; so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything. 

 Head of the Body, the Church – Paul now turns to His humanity – our Head, 
we His body
 He is the beginning – of an entire new form of humanity – in a resurrection 
body
 Firstborn from the dead – He is the destroyer of death on our behalf
 Creation is by Him, through Him and for Him – creation is about Him, period!

19 For in Him, all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.
Col 2:9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,

 Paul again affirms that Christ Jesus is the pre-existent creator of all things 
and also the man Jesus who is the total manifestation of perfect, loving, 
sacrificial deity as a man.

Eph 3:19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may 
be filled up to all the fullness of God.   Eph 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the 
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

 This same fullness indwells us because of our eternal union with Him
 Spiritual growth is intended to cleanse our hearts and transform our beliefs 
and thoughts, enabling us to develop the capacity to take all of our thoughts 
captive and give them to Him

20 Through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the 
blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. 

 Reconciliation of all that will be going into the Millennium & eternity
 Made peace – resolved the enmity and sin issue through the sacrifice of His 
cross
 Things still on the earth at the time of writing and those who had gone on to
heaven.  



1. Who is this 3-person God who made us, who has us in His inescapable grasp,
that will do with us as He pleases, whose standards of perfection required far 
exceed our abilities
2. Who is this eternal person who made the angels and has been their God 
before we existed?
3. Who is this eternal spirit person who chose to join eternal deity to our 
species, become one of us, who sacrificed His humanity to rescue us from our 
self-induced eternal peril?
4. Who has joined us to Himself forever, sharing everything with us, 
determined to make us like Him, to enjoy all of His joys and victories, to exult & 
rejoice forever.
5. And who is this human man, sitting at the right hand of deity who desires to 
be personal and spiritually intimate with me, with us? 

Jane Adema just met Him personally, He embraced her and told her that she would 
never be apart from Him again. It is our turn to go next. I can’t wait!


