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Royal Family Relationships

There is so much about life that is out of our control. Those areas where we are 
able to be in control must be the focus of our lives. The one thing we are required
to do is control is what we choose to believe, think, feel, say and do. 

The Goal: 2 Cor 10:4-5 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5 Casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; 
 
Intro
All thinking is produced using the mental faculties that God gave ua. These 
faculties are similar to His own mental functions as we see in Gen 8:21. The two 
primary ways that we form our ideas is through creating images with the “eyes of 
our heart” and having discussions with our self about the images. Some use their 
visual faculties more and others their verbal faculties more. 

It would be impossible to over emphasize the importance of these mental 
faculties because their use is how we think, decide and determine everything in 
our life. Once you understand that every thought and decision was formed by 
visualizing an idea and verbalizing what you believe about the idea, you can see 
these mechanics in every biblical story and hopefully your own life. 

Visual
a. Every Hebrew and Greek word for seeing with the literal eye is also often 
translated to perceive, understand, realize and to know.
b. The idea of seeing with your mind (eyes/heart) is as old as the scriptures
c. Our inner visualizing & verbalizing is normally an automatic process 
controlled by the subconscious programming we have chosen.
d. One goal of the Christian life is to bring these processes into conscious 
awareness so that through awareness, we are able to take back control of our 
thoughts from the programming – bring every thought into captivity to Christ.
e. The door back into taking control is through becoming aware of what we 
are visualizing and verbalizing, i.e. our thoughts.
f. What we visualize and verbalize within (our thoughts) is what determines 
how we feel about every issue being processed by these faculties. 
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g. Our visual thinking is the first to develop – recognizing faces,  make eye 
contact & sense the emotion behind facial expressions – mirroring.
h. Verbal functions develop as we learn words and associate them with 
objects in our environment.
i. Around age 12+ we develop the ability to visualize and verbalize together ie
conceptualize – envision intangible ideas & concepts.
j. All thinking is the function of imagination – the combination of visual and 
verbal faculties producing a plan and a strategy to execute it.

Ex: Drink of water – visualize the kitchen, the drink, the path, the cups and you 
will be telling yourself what to do all along the way. 
Ex: Worry – we imagine (visualize – verbalize) something happening that will 
jeopardize someone or something that we depend upon for our happiness.

k. Every thought begins with a need/desire (thirst) > belief/expectation (water
will meet the need) > relational strategy (ask a friend, relate properly with the 
faucet/water pitcher).

Gen 6:5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

 Every imagination: purpose, motive, intention 
 Every thought – strategy, plan, device
 All of man’s motives and strategies to meet the needs of the heart excluded
God and His plan – OSN > OM beliefs run amok. 

So, everyone’s thoughts are formed by visualizing & verbalizing. The following 
passages give us evidence of our biblical heroes using their inner faculties to think
through their lives to discern the will of God. 

Gen 3:5-7 Devil/snake talking to A/E "For God knows that in the day you eat from 
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 6 
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight 
to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its 
fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the 
eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings. 

 Devil – mental eyes, perceptions
 Eve – literal eyes
 Eyes opened – they knew (saw reality with the eyes/heart)
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2 Kings 6:16-17 King of Aram pursuing Elisha:
So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who
are with them." 17 Then Elisha prayed and said, "O LORD, I pray, open his eyes 
that he may see." And the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he saw; and the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

 Servant given light to be able to see with eyes/heart – spiritual sight

Jer 1:10-13 "See, I have appointed you this day over the nations and over the 
kingdoms, To pluck up and to break down, To destroy and to overthrow, To build 
and to plant." 11 And the word of the LORD came to me saying, "What do you see, 
Jeremiah?" And I said, "I see a rod of an almond tree." 12 Then the LORD said to 
me, "You have seen well, for I am watching over My word to perform it." 13 And 
the word of the LORD came to me a second time saying, "What do you see?" And 
I said, "I see a boiling pot, facing away from the north." 

 Jeremiah’s call to ministry – what do you see with your heart?
 God gave him images to see that represented the truth god wanted him to 
see

Ezek 37 – the image of the dry bones coming to life
 An image of resurrection, restoration and hope for the future

Luke 11:34 The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is single, thy
whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye   is evil, thy body also is full of 
darkness.35 Take heed therefore that the light which is in thee be not darkness. 

 Our perceptive faculties (eye) bring knowledge/viewpoints into our hearts
 Eye is single – visual thinking is focused on God/truth or world/lies 
 Light is darkness – take care that your perceptions & viewpoints are not 
based on believing lies and therefore you are filled with evil , ie darkness

1 Cor 13:12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in
part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known. 

 Mirror – burnished bronze – distorted image, fuzzy, unclear image
 Our perceptions are unclear & only approximations of reality

Ephesians 1:18-19 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that 
you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of 
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His inheritance in the saints, 19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his 
power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,

 Eyes/Heart – faculty of visualization that enables us to see with our mind
 Enlightened – photizo – shed light, shine light on something, spiritual light
 Know – oida pf. – eido – literal seeing; fig seeing; knowing is seeing in mind.

 
2 Cor 4:3-4 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God.

 Veiled – kalupto – covered, concealed - obscured, blurred, confusing
 Blinded the minds – confused eyes/heart by obscuring & blurring the 
gospel
 Light of the gospel – the light for the path of salvation

 2Co 4:6 For God said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Christ.  
Gen 1:3-4 let there be light – before the solar system – spiritual light from God

 Shine in our hearts – light enabling eyes/heart to see the truth

Hebrews 11:26-27 considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 
treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not 
fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen. 

 Looking – apoblepo – looking away from something to focus on another
 Moses rejected the images of enjoying the pleasures of Egypt that were 
readily available to him to focus steady on the reward of living for Christ.
 Seeing He is unseen – 1Tim 1:17 He is invisible but Moses saw him in his 
mind

These verses indicate that all through human history God has spoken to His 
people through the written word and that He has authorized us & indeed 
required us to form mental images based on biblical principles. We are to 
purposely make visual images of the truth as we now it and to discuss these 
images in our pursuit of knowing and then doing God’s will.

Say
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Gen. 8:21  And the LORD smelled a sweet savor; and the LORD said in his heart, I 
will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of 
man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more everything 
living, as I have done.

 Made to be like God – our inner functions are similar to His 

Gen. 17:17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, 
Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that 
is ninety years old, bear?

 We laugh, weep, rejoice, complain, etc in our hearts as we envision our life.

Gen. 27:41 And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father 
blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, the days of mourning for my father are at 
hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob.

 We imagine revenge, visualize and rehearse the plan in our mind

1 Ki. 12:26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the 
house of David:
Ps. 10:6 The wicked man hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved: for I shall 
never be in adversity.
Ps. 10:11 He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: he hides his face; he will 
never see it.
Ps. 10:13 Therefore doth the wicked contemn God? he hath said in his heart, 
Thou wilt not require it.
Ps. 14:1 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.> The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is 
none that doeth good.

1 Sam. 27:1 And David said in his heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand of 
Saul: there is nothing better for me than that I should speedily escape into the 
land of the Philistines; and Saul shall despair of me, to seek me any more in any 
coast of Israel: so shall I escape out of his hand.

David’s Terrible Decision
1Sam 17:34-36 – David kills a lion and a bear
1Sam 16:12-13 – David is anointed to be the next king – GHS upon him
1Sam 17:41-51 – David kills Goliath
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1Sam 18 – David is a mighty warrior; victory over Philistines

 David was a young man of faith & great courage, willing to face any 
challenge
 It doesn’t seem likely that he would fear anyone or run from any threat

1Sam 19 – Saul seeks to kill him and David runs for his life
 If Saul kills him, since He must become the next king, what will God do?

1Sam 19:18-24 – flees to Samuel – Saul pursues but God intervenes
1Sam 20-21 – David runs, Saul pursues but God intervenes to protect him
1Sam 21:10-15 – David’s irrational fear drives him to shameful behaviors

 Runs to Philistines at Gath (home of Goliath) – identified as the enemy; 
scares him even more; Pretends to be insane to avoid being killed. 

1 Sam 27:1 Then David said to himself, "Now I will perish one day by the hand of 
Saul. There is nothing better for me than to escape into the land of the Philistines.
Saul then will despair of searching for me anymore in all the territory of Israel, 
and I will escape from his hand." 

 He and his army moved to the land of the Philistines, the enemies of Israel.
Vs 8-12 David pretended to attack his own people to please the king of Gath but 
was actually attacking other nations – killed everyone where they raided to make 
sure no one was left alive to inform on them.

 David’s fear led him into a life of deceit regarding the king of Gath

a. What was David imaging that caused him to believe that Saul would kill 
him.
b. If Saul did kill him, he had to know that God would raise him from the dead 
to be the next king.
c. Against his previous experience & in spite of God’s promise, he imagined, 
visualized and verbalized that Saul would one day catch and kill him.
d. Based on believing this lie, he led his men, their wives and children into a 
life of deceit and dishonesty.
e. When we imagine the worst and believe the scenarios we create, fear is 
produced and this fear of losing what we need/want or fear of not getting 
what we need/want drives us to make foolish decisions, closing off our options
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