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Review
Why Bel’s Should Pray

a. God implores us to a constant mind-set of prayer - 1 Th 5:17 Pray w/out ceasing.
Proseuchomai - Command – admonishment, implore, beg, demand
• In the moment trust that He is in us and we in Him, walking through world briefly
• So that we will spend time in His presence to develop intimacy with Him

b. Prayer is means of developing intimacy with God - Mt 14:23; Mk 6:46; Lk 6:12 – Jesus
• Jesus spent His alone time with His Father, talking about the mission & listening
• Quiet prayer is how we listen - hear Him, learn Him, develop intimacy with Him

c. Prayer is an expression of faith
Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to pleaseHim, for he who comes to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
Matthew 21:22 "And all things you ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive."

d. Prayer exposes our humility or lack of
1 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the 
proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.
Matthew 23:12 whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be 
exalted.

e. Prayer is a means of obtaining our personal needs
Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.
Matthew 7:9 what man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a 
stone?

f. Prayer is a means of effecting the lives of others
Isaiah 65:24 "It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; & while still speaking, I will 
hear.
Philippians 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and 
all discernment, 10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and 
blameless until the day of Christ; 11 having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes 
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

g. Prayer is our means of restoration to fellowship
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.
• For different reasons some bel’s reject this verse as teaching restoration of fellowship
• Paul never taught confession/fellowship; Dispensational views - John as to the Jews only
• Explain what John is discussing – waiting on a good explanation

h. Prayer is a weapon in the Angelic Conflict
Eph 6:18-20 Armor of God - Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 19 And for me, that utterance 
may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20 
For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
Walking with God moment to moment is the most difficult discipline in life. The world offers us so 
many distractions to take our minds away from sitting quietly with the Lord, staying alert to what He is 



doing in our own 6 feet & remaining engaged in His work through praying. He doesn’t need us to pray, 
He has already won the war. He gives us to opportunity to participate with Him in the war of good/evil.
Only a rare few ever break away from their obsession with the world’s agenda, are able to see the world
through God’s eyes and actually enter into the struggle by prayer. Some it seems are given a 
compulsion to pray while others come to it through growth. Growth removes OM attachments and 
therefore OM agendas, opening the door for time with God. Dominant ascetic trends have an easier 
time with the discipline of prayer while those with dominant lascivious trends are more easily drawn 
away.

Reasons prayer is ineffective – Why Does He say No?

a. Failure to trust

James 1:5-7 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man expect 
that he will receive anything from the Lord
• Image of a double minded man who has not decided to trust the Lord, ritual prayer
• God gives wisdom to bel’s who ask while knowing that the answer is on the way.
• World pictures prayer as humans banding together to leverage God – silly!
• Bel’s entering His world, looking thru His eyes asking for Him to do what needs doing

b. Wrong motivation - Motive is everything to God

1 Corinthians 4:1-5 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. 2 In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy. 3 
But to me it is a very small thing that I should be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do
not even examine myself. 4 For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this 
acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord. 5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before 
the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will bring to light the things hidden in the darkness & 
disclose the motives of men's hearts; then each man's praise will come to him from God.
• Paul: stop judging people based on appearances, God will judge works on our motives
• What we do is nothing to God, it is why we do what we do that amounts to divine value
• Eternal rewards are based on the motives behind the good works that God will reveal.
James 4:1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that
wage war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious 
and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do 
not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.
• God created mankind to have needs – needs feel like desires – desire says I have a need
• Desire over emphasized becomes lust; lust takes over our life; deceives with fulfillment
• When lust is attached to objects from the world – worldliness = no basis for answers

c. Unresolved sin - Psm 66:18, 1Jn 1:9
Psalm 66:18 If I regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear me - Not answer yes to my 
prayer
• When we are in conscious, willful rebellion, outside of His will, He answers no
1Jn 1:9 – If we confess PASbj – He will forgive AASbj – Forgive is conditioned on confession

d. Disobedience 1 John 3:22 and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His 
commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.
e. Lack/compassion – Prov 21:13 He who shuts his ear to the cry of the poor Will also cry himself and 
not be answered.



Pride - Job 35:12-13 "There they cry out, but He does not answer Because of the pride of evil men. 13 
"Surely God will not listen to an empty cry, Nor will the Almighty regard it.

f. Marital discord - 1 Peter 3:7 You husbands likewise, live with your wives in an understanding way, as
with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so 
that your prayers may not be hindered.

*** Motivation is a key issue in prayer - Motivation - the goal, purpose & aim of prayer
• Jam 4:1-3 – ask with wrong motives to spend it on your hedonistic desires.
• 1Cor 4:5 - our rewards based on motivation
• Jam 4:3 - God will not honor wrong motives
• Psm 40:8; Mt 6:10 - desiring God’s will; Num 14:11-19 – motivated for God’s glory

2. Jesus and Prayer
Henry Blackaby: “We think of prayer as an event, Jesus thought of it as a way of life”
a. Jesus spent social time with His Father
Luke 6:12 And it was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole 
night in prayer to God. (Lk. 6:12 NAS)
Matthew 14:23 And after He had sent the multitudes away, He went up to the mountain by Himself to 
pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone.
Mark 1:35 And in the early morning, while it was still dark, He arose and went out and departed to a 
lonely place, and was praying there.
Lk 11:1 – disciples see Him pray, teach us to pray
b. Jesus considered the temple a house of prayer – Lk22:32 – house of prayer – Isa 56:7
Isaiah 56:7 Even those I will bring to My holy mountain, And make them joyful in My house of prayer.
Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; For My house will be called a 
house of prayer for all the peoples."
Matthew 21:13 And He said to them, "It is written, 'My house shall be called a house of prayer'; but 
you are making it a robbers' den."
• The naos – Holy Place is now the body of the believer – Body is house of prayer
c. Prayer is not for show but to express personal relationship with God – Mt 6:5-6
Matthew 6:5 "And when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues and on the street corners, in order to be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have 
their reward in full. 6 "But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, and when you have shut your 
door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.
d. Prayer is not a rote ritual, not a formula
Matthew 6:7 "And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for 
they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. 8 "Therefore do not be like them; for your 
Father knows what you need, before you ask Him.
e. Effective prayer is an expression of faith – Mk 11:24; Jam 1:5-8
James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man expect 
that he will receive anything from the Lord, 8 being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
f. Persistence in prayer is required – Lk 18:1-8 – persistent widow
Luke 18:1 Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to 
lose heart, 2 saying, "There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God, and did not respect man.
3 "And there was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, 'Give me legal protection 
from my opponent.' 4 "And for a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, 'Even 
though I do not fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal 



protection, lest by continually coming she wear me out.'" 6 And the Lord said, "Hear what the 
unrighteous judge said; 7 now shall not God bring about justice for His elect, who cry to Him day and 
night, and will He delay long over them? 8 "I tell you that He will bring about justice for them speedily.
However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?" (Lk. 18:1 NAS)
g. Prayer helps alleviate temptation – Lk 22:46
h. Prayer is the answer to ministry needs – Mt 9:38 – laborers for the harvest
i. Jesus interceded for bel’s – Lk 22:32 – prayed for Peter; Jn 17:15,20 – intercedes for bels
j. Prayed for enemies – Mt 5:44
k. Prayed when in pain or hurting – Lk 22:42-45 – Garden of Gethsemane - Jesus at His lowest, most 
difficult point, turned exclusively to prayer knowing His Father in heaven had all the answers and was 
the only one who could change His situation
l. The result of Jesus praying was obedience – Lk 22:42 – surrendered His will to His Father’s will


