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Jeremiah 17:5 Thus says the LORD, "Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind And makes 
flesh his strength, And whose heart turns away from the LORD. 6 "For he will be like a bush in 
the desert And will not see when prosperity comes, But will live in stony wastes in the 
wilderness, A land of salt without inhabitant. 
7 "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD And whose trust is the LORD. 8 "For he will be like
a tree planted by the water, That extends its roots by a stream And will not fear when the heat 
comes; But its leaves will be green, And it will not be anxious in a year of drought Nor cease to 
yield fruit. 9 "The heart is more deceitful than all else And is desperately sick; Who can 
understand it? 10 "I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, Even to give to each man 
according to his ways, According to the results of his deeds. 

Col 1:15 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation. 16 For by Him all 
things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him. 17 And He 
is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18 He is also head of the body, the 
church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; so that He Himself might come to 
have first place in everything. 19 For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell
in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the 
blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
 
Col1:15 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation. 

Review:
1. In 60 AD when Paul writes, the church was having an influx of people who were steeped
in pagan religious traditions and different philosophies. 
2. The young church was being challenged by ideas common to the culture that caused 
them to reject and/or distort Christian doctrines.
3. At the right time God provided a greater revelation to clarify thee ideas related to Jesus 
as the Christ, the Son of God.
4. By the time of Christ, the Gnostics were beginning to develop their ideas into a cohesive 
system of religion that combined Plato’s Form theory (all physical matter is corrupt), eastern 
dualism (good/evil are equal) & Mosaic Law.
5. The most prominent figure & contributor to this way of thinking was Philo of Alexandria, a
Christian trying to combine many ideas & religions together.

o Having rejected the idea of absolute truth, human viewpoint wants to find a way 
to combine the prominent theories into a cohesive whole.

o If man can find a central theme by which all of the ideas of the ancients can be 
wedded, there is no need for God or absolutes.

6. Based on Plato’s Form theory (all matter is evil) he concluded that The Logos (the 
Word) was the first creation of God, the most pure of God’s creation who created the world 
& held it together.

o God was unable to touch physical matter so He couldn’t be the creator
o God had created a being, almost pure to oversee the creation – the Logos
o There were a series of beings (fallen angels), each less pure & able to handle 

touching the corrupted creation



7. Philo used a number of terms to describe this first creature/Creator.
a. Logos: the word about God’s creation – the first created being who is the creator 
and the one maintains the orderly behavior of the universe. 
o Logos was not God but the first level of His creation

b. Eikon – image & manifestation of God, but is not God
o Lightfoot – eikon is used repeatedly by Philo as a description of the Logos

8. The Gnostic view was that Christ in both the OT & NT was not deity but the highest & 
most pure creature God ever created. 

o Rejected Hypostatic Union
o Rejected Christ as our human savior & Mediator

9. When Paul, operating with apostolic authority uses these words to describe the Beloved 
Son of the Father (vs 12-14), he is refuting the false view that our Savior is a created being 
& asserting the truth that He is God.

o The demonic purpose is always to smear God, to diminish Him in the eyes of 
mankind, to draw our focus, desire, trust & worship away from Him.

10.  70 AD, John would make another strong statement that refuted the core ideas of the 
Gnostic heresy.  Jn 1:1-18

John 1:1-4 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being by Him, and apart from 
Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. 

11. The devil uses religion & world philosophies to distort man’s view of God, painting Him 
as selfish & greedy, created us to Lord it over us, who keeps the best for Himself, 
withholding it from us, vengeful, angry, unreasonable who would never stoop to join Himself 
to a creature.
a. The focus of the war is on influence, who can win the trust & loyalty of man
b. The focus is on ideology & whose ideas can man be persuaded to accept
c. Lucifer continues to repackage & sell the same lies to different generations
d. He has convinced several generations of the world that truth is relative not absolute, that

God’s creatures should be free to create their own reality & that God is an insecure, 
vengeful person who can’t take the competition.

Col1:15 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.  

Vs 15 – image – eikon – an image, likeness, copy, figure
Mt 22:20 – image of Caesar on a Roman coin – his likeness
Rom 1:23 – heathen cultures worshipped images of animals as their gods.
Gen 1:29 – Mankind made in the image & likeness of God
Rev 13:4 – an image of The Beast who was wounded & come back to life
Heb 10:1 – The OT was a shadow image of heavenly realities the tabernacle was an image of 
the throne room of God in heaven 
1Cor 15:49 – we have worn the bodily image of the earthly, so we will wear a body with the 
heavenly image.
Col 3:10 – transformation changes our hearts from OM beliefs & lifestyle into the same NM 
image as the One who created him
2Cor 3:18 – we are transformed as we look into the mirror of the word, seeing our image 
changing into His image



2 Cor 4:4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that 
they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 
John 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to 
know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, 'Show us the 
Father '? 

a. An eikon is an image that represents someone or something else.
Mt 22:20 – a coin with Caesar’s image representing his authority
Rom 1:23 – unbel’s making statues of animals to who they prayed & sacrificed

b. An eikon is a representation of something standing in its place.
Heb 10:1 – OT sacrifices as teaching visual aids of the sacrifice of Christ.

c. Eikon can mean to be a copy of a person’s beliefs & character 
d. Jesus as the eikon mean that He represents, stands as the visible image of the 
invisible God & is worthy to be worshipped as such
e. Jesus as the eikon also is the manifestation of the essence & character of eternal 
deity through His life and is worthy to be emulated. 

Col 3:9-10:  stop pretending with one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil 
practices, 10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed into true knowledge according 
to the image of the One who created him

 Spiritual growth enables us to remove beliefs & behaviors that cause us to wear masks 
with one another, embracing the beliefs used by Christ in His incarnation, causing us to also
be images of the character of God.

Hebrews 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, 
and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high; 

Radiance – to emit brightness
Ex 34:29 – the face of Moses emitted a bright light after being in God’s presence
Luk 9:28-36 – transfiguration – a bright light came through His clothing
Rev 22:5 – no need of a candle or the sun, the light of God will be our light

Exact representation – charakter – an engraving tool to create a likeness
Nature – hupostasis – essence

Phil 2:6 who, although He continually existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 

Existed – huparcho – one’s substance, what one is made of – form of God

Summary:
1. The Gnostic influence in the early church taught that it was impossible for God to be 
known in a material physical sense.
2. The idea that eternal God joined Himself to a human being into the God-Man was sheer 
nonsense to those influenced by Plato.
3. Denial of the deity of the Son of God meant that He could not truly represent the 
Godhead for man’s salvation
4. Denial of the humanity of Christ meant that he couldn’t have been the perfect sacrifice 
required to pay of our sins.



5. The Gnostics denied the very essence of the gospel message, selling the lie that Christ 
had not come in the flesh & made purification for sins. 
6. They dismissed the need to be born again, claiming that the road to harmony with God 
was through their special knowledge.
7. As is being done today, the message of the gospel was being brushed aside & being 
replaced by human systems of speculation. 

2 Cor 10:4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 
destruction of fortresses. 5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up 
against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of 
Christ, 

8. The Apostle Paul with the authority granted him by God, verified by the miracles he 
performed early in is ministry makes these declarative statements about who & what Jesus 
Christ is. 
9. The real issue then was the gospel of Jesus Christ and souls being saved just as it is the
issue today with God allowing adverse circumstances to bring out our need for Christ.

Current Event Application:
Our nation has just seen a power grab by the institutional powers of one of our political parties, 
the intelligence agencies of the FBI, CIA, etc and the entirety of the media. All of these forces 
worked together to smear DT, to present false evidence and dangers to deceive the people & 
then to cheat right before our very eyes in the election, illegally closing out the authorized 
Republican poll watchers from the vote count. How can an honest person doubt that nefarious 
actions are taking place? 

Yet, the issue for Christians is:  are you growing in your relationship with 
God, willing to share your means with the body of Christ & are you alert to share the 
gospel with anyone in your path? 

Do you understand that God is always using every circumstance to bring about a 
spiritual revival in His people & to give all unbel’s the message of salvation?  

Do you also understand that He is allowing our great nation to come apart as a natural 
result of the people turning away from Him & that He will allow us to be persecuted & 
martyred? 

1. Born separated from God, It is mankind’s sin natural dilemma to always be trusting in & 
depending on the wrong things in life – part of the old way of life.
a. Trusting: earthly, worldly people & possessions as our happiness
b. Dependence: earthly powers & institutions offer us freedom to pursue +H
c. Some of our misdirected trust & dependence will include right & normal aspects of life – 

marriage, family, government
2. God’s program for
3. By the grace of God, for hundreds of years, the US has enjoyed relative peace & stability
from honoring the rule of law.  We have grown accustomed to that stability & complacent in 
defending it.



2 Cor 12:10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with 
persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 Paul had not spent his adult life in a job, with a wife, family & home to lose when he 
claims contentment with being persecuted
 His belief & mind-set is to be the goal of every believer who is seeking to bring every 
thought into captivity to Christ.

4. Most of the nations of the world have depended upon the US to be the stability of the 
world, to keep evil nations at bay & as the economic engine.
5. As the US fails from within, the power structures of the world will shift, exposing more of 
the world to communist China’s evil intentions.
6. The forces of evil are very determined to destroy the US as we know it to steal as much 
of its wealth as possible – China, criminals running our government.
7. As believers, we are being forced to wake up to the reality of our changing times to 
prepare for persecution, confiscation of property & worse.
8. Communism sells well with its promises of fairness & equality but it is actually a scam to 
take away freedoms to enslave the populace for nefarious gain.
9. As the US constitution is discarded & ignored, Christians will become the target of 
government & groups determined to live without standards.
10. Once evil

Heb 10:32 But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great 
conflict of sufferings, 33 partly, by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and 
tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated. 34 For you showed 
sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you 
have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one. 35 Therefore, do not throw away 
your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that when 
you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised. 37 For yet in a very little 
while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay. 38 But My righteous one shall live by faith; 
And if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him.

Psalm 31:15 My times are in Thy hand; Deliver me from the hand of my enemies, and from 
those who persecute me.

Psalm 119:84 How many are the days of Thy servant? When wilt Thou execute judgment on 
those who persecute me? 

Jeremiah 17:18 Let those who persecute me be put to shame, but as for me, let me not be put 
to shame; Let them be dismayed, but let me not be dismayed. Bring on them a day of disaster, 
And crush them with twofold destruction!

Matthew 5:10 "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:10 NAS)
Matthew 5:11 "Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all 
kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me. 

Matthew 5:44 "But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you

Romans 12:14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not.
 



John 15:20 "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not greater than his master.' If 
they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours 
also. (Jn. 15:20 NAS)

Psalm 119:86 All Thy commandments are faithful; They have persecuted me with a lie; help 
me! 

Psalm 143:3 For the enemy has persecuted my soul; He has crushed my life to the ground; He 
has made me dwell in dark places, like those who have long been dead.

1 Corinthians 4:12 and we toil, working with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless; 
when we are persecuted, we endure; 

Galatians 6:12 Those who desire to make a good showing in the flesh try to compel you to be 
circumcised, simply that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.

2 Timothy 3:12 And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 

Matthew 13:21 yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or 
persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away. (Matt. 13:21 NAS)

Acts 8:1 And Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great 
persecution arose against the church in Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the 
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.
 (Acts 8:1 NAS)

Romans 8:35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? (Rom. 8:35 NAS)

Psalm 142:6 "Give heed to my cry, For I am brought very low; Deliver me from my persecutors, 
For they are too strong for me. (Ps. 142:6 NAS)

2 Corinthians 12:10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses,
with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 
Cor. 12:10 NAS)

 


