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Royal Family Relationships

Christian persecution in USA from the socialist state

Jn 16:33 – in the world all bel’s will have tribulation – persecution
1-2 Thess – persecution from the Jews and Rome
20-21st Century – Communism

USA has been an experiment in freedom, allowed by God to show that the greed 
of sinful man will always corrupt everything & without grace, we are toast.

http://augustinecollective.org/god-in-the-gulag-christianitys-survival-in-soviet-
russia/

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2017/oct/26/why-the-
soviet-attempt-to-stamp-out-religion-failed

In 64 A.D., approximately thirty years after Christ’s death and resurrection, a 
raging fire swept through the city of Rome. As rumors spread that the fire had 
been started by the Emperor Nero, the emperor chose as his scapegoat a small 
group of believers who called themselves Christians. Nero announced that the 
Christians had started the fire that destroyed Rome and decreed that all 
Christians in the city should be arrested and executed. According to Dr. Sophie 
Lunn-Rockcliffe, lecturer at King’s College in London, “Some were torn apart by 
dogs, others burnt alive as human torches.”1 Christianity endured sporadic 
persecution by the Roman authorities, alternating with several periods of more 
intensive oppression like Nero’s, until the fourth century. Yet the Christian 
population during these years increased dramatically. Sociologist Rodney Stark 
estimates that in the year 40 A.D., there were no more than one thousand 
professing Christians in the world. By 180 A.D., the one thousand had grown to 
one hundred thousand, and by the year 300 to six million.

a. Persecuting Christians for their faith invites them to examine their beliefs 
closely where they find that God is real.

b. Some believers in some areas respond positively to the pressure of being 
harmed for the faith causing them to cherish it more.
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c. A cherished Christian faith becomes a real & visible living faith in a bel that 

shows the love and mercy of God
d. USA is quickly becoming a socialist and then a communist totalitarian state 

where religion won’t be tolerated but can’t be stopped or even slowed.
e. It is our mission to pass on the truths that we have been given to the next 

generation of believers so that they can continue offering the gospel. 

God is eternal and perfect. His plan & provision for us to live the CWL is perfect. 
The weak link is always the imperfect believer. We are continuing to explore the 
engrained impact of the OSN and the devil’s world for the purpose of minimizing 
the effects of sin and evil in our lives. 
We are looking into the biblical accounts of the decisions of OT bel’s to pull their 
thinking apart, to see what they wanted, what they believed & expected as well 
as how they related to get what they wanted. 

Cain
Gen 3:21 – Lord God (JC) made garments of animal skin – animal sacrifice

 First animal sacrifice to cover their nakedness 
 The pattern of all subsequent sacrifices – image of Gen 3:15

4:3-5  Cain brought an offering of his crops & Abel brought an animal to sacrifice
a. Cain brought an offering of his best rather than the prescribed offering

 Doing the best I can – “my best” should be good enough
 Cain wanted to be understood & praised for doing his best

b. By faith, Abel obeyed Lord by sacrificing an animal, visual aid of Messiah
 Abel surrendered himself to God and gave God what He asked.

c. God approved of Abel & his offering but He rejected Cain & his offering
d. Heb 11:4 – Abel offered by faith, was a +R man – a believer, Cain was not
4:5-8 – Cain - very angry (Heb burned, Grk grieved) face showed his anger/grief

 Do what is right (bring the proper offering – you will be accepted
 Don’t do the right thing – sin waits like an animal to devour you
 He had the choice, to trust in Christ to overcome sin or remain unsaved
 Invited his brother into the field & then murdered him

a. This beginning lays out the struggle between the seed of the woman (Christ & 
bel’s) & the seed of the snake (Lucifer – unbel’s). 
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b. The prescribed offering was first demonstrated by God in 3:21, He covered 

their nakedness by sacrificing animals – visual aid of the work of Christ 
John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

c. Type of offering indicated the content of their faith – what each believed
d. Abel believed prophecy of coming Messiah & offered the proper sacrifice
e. Cain wanted to remain independent from God and relate to God on his own 

terms, refusing to humble himself & give God His rightful place in his heart.
 We create a set of personal characteristics & behaviors that we form into 

our public self as our strategy for causing others to like & love us. 
 Our acceptable self becomes our mask that represses & hides our 

weaknesses & shamefulness – The False Self
 The Mask is a universal strategy used by all to become acceptable to those 

we want to impress – we become so identified with this put on self that we 
lose touch with our true desires, thoughts and feelings – man pleasers.

f. Cain believed and expected that he could remain free of God’s authority and 
live life on his own terms – “I did it my way”

g. Rather than adopt a strategy of humility & surrender toward God, Cain 
became angry because He wouldn’t accept his plan for finding happiness.
 When we are unable to gain what we have chosen to want & believe we 

deserve for doing our best using our false self, we become angry with God, 
with others and deeply ashamed of ourselves.

h. Rather than surrender to God, Cain chose to remove his competition, thinking 
that somehow he would be served by the absence of his brother.
 Seeing & then surrendering our mask to the Lord so that we can join our 

true self to GHS is one of the greatest challenges in life.
i. The answer to his dilemma was to stop believing in his own plan of remaining 

independent & exchange his desire for independence with a desire to be 
accepted on whatever terms God required.

j. When we use our faith to attach our desires to something that is not God’s 
plan & will for us, our temptation will always be to become angry with God, 
insist that we must have what we want and try harder to get it.

k. What was intended to humble Cain he used to become angry, jealous and 
strike out at the one God loved – Abel.   
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Desire: to relate to God on his own terms, remain independent without having to 
bend the knee/obey, remain arrogantly free of God’s authority – Lucifer’s child
Belief/Exp: that he could bring his human best (human works – religion) and that 
God would accept him because it was the best that he could do
Relating: approached God without respect, humility, obedience, arrogance & then 
burned with anger when God refused to honor his plan, jealous of the approval 
God gave Abel, manipulated Abel to go out in the field & murdered him.

Abraham  Gen 22:1-13  Sacrifice of Isaac
Vs 1 – here I am – Abraham answers as a servant – Moses & Samuel
Vs 2 – Take your son, your only son, Isaac whom you love (who is your miracle 
son, your promised heir), sacrifice him as a burnt offering.

 The Lord emphasizes the uniqueness of Isaac, Ab’s only son and heir
 He calls on Ab to remember what He had promised him about Isaac

Vs 3-6 Ab prepares the sacrifice and begins the journey to Mt. Moriah
Vs 7-8 Isaac: where is the lamb for the burnt offering? God Himself will provide 
the lamb for the burnt offering

 Prophetic image of the provision of the Messiah from God Himself
 Isaac the miracle child is a prophecy of the virgin birth of the Messiah

Vs 9-10 Ab reaches out with his knife to make the sacrifice – faith & obedience
 Faith & Obedience is the only decision that the will of God accepts as +R

Vs 11-12 Angel of the Lord – Jesus Christ; Ab, Ab – intensity; don’t hurt him; Now I 
know that you fear God because you have obeyed
Vs 13-14 God provided the burnt sacrifice that prophesied the work of Christ
a. Gen 12 – Abrahamic Covenant – unconditional promises of the seed
 Gen 12:7 – unto your seed (zerah – sperma - sing) referring to the Messiah

b. Gen 15:3-4 God promises Ab that Sarah will conceive and provide an heir and 
that he will be the father of so many that they would be uncountable.

c. Testing – nasah – to put one through an exercise, a training program.
d. God reminds Ab about who Isaac is, the promised, miracle son & heir so the he 

will understand that even should Isaac die, that God would raise him back up.
 Heb 11:17-19 – Ab believed that God would raise him from the dead

e. God already knew what Abraham would do but wanted him to know what he 
would do under maximum pressure and to give him an exercise to practice 
trusting the promises.
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f. Ab’s belief & expectation matured over the years of his life so that they were 

connected to more to the promises of God than his earthly goals.
Isaiah 30:18 Therefore the LORD longs to be gracious to you, And therefore He 
waits on high to have compassion on you. For the LORD is a God of justice; How 
blessed are all those who long for Him. 
 Lord desires to bless us, waits as we mature & blesses us with opportunities 

to honor Him with our lives.

Desire: both to have his earthly heir and to please the Lord as well
 Ab’s desires over the years had matured so that he was able to subordinate his 

desire for earthly things to his desire to play his role in the plan of God.
 We begin our spiritual journey enslaved to our desire for earthly treasures.
 As we detach our hearts & faith from the earthy, we are free to re-attach our 

desires and our belief to the eternal.
Beliefs/Expectations: For many years Ab focused is faith primarily on the earthly, 
the fact that he had no heir, that Sarah was barren and couldn’t give him a son. 
Gen 15 – Ab complains to the Lord that he had no heir and that Eliezer would 
inherit his possessions. Lord came to him and said that he would have a son, Ab 
believed Him and it was credited him as +R. He continued to grow in his trust in 
the Lord When God came to him at 99 yrs old with the promise of Isaac, he 
appears to have passed into a state of surrender to God’s eternal will over his will 
for our temporal life. 
Relational Strategy: Surrender, compliance & obedience.   


