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Col1:15 And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.  

1. Paul explains that contrary to Gnostic theories, the Logos, firstborn of creation, 
Creator of all things is not a created being, but the eternal Son of God. 
 He fully rejected Plato’s form theories that said physical matter was evil, 

forcing false limits upon the biblical view of Christ.
2. Throughout history the forces of evil have devised various religions designed 

to deceive mankind – the goal is to confuse us about the character of God.

2 Cor 4:4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. 

 Unbelievers are unable to see the light when given the gospel
 GHS enables the unbeliever to understand the gospel to make a choice

3. The forces of evil influence operate through the culture, shaping viewpoints 
through the common views of the day to deceive the people about God.
 Confuse mankind by veiling/obscuring the gospel so they won’t believe
 Persuade mankind to reject submission to God & live independently
 Give mankind false principles that forms systems leading to sp. dead end

Eikon – image, likeness, representation, manifestation.

Scripture Comparison
John 1:1-4 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being by 
Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 4 In 
Him was life, and the life was the light of men.   

2 Cor 4:4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. 
John 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not 
come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you 
say, 'Show us the Father '? 



Col 3:9-10 – transformation changes our hearts from OM beliefs & lifestyle into 
the same NM image as the One who created him
2Cor 3:18 – we are transformed as we look into the mirror of the word, seeing our 
image changing into His image
Hebrews 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of 
His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made 
purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high; 
Radiance – to emit brightness
Ex 34:29 – the face of Moses emitted a bright light after being in God’s presence
Luk 9:28-36 – transfiguration – a bright light came through His clothing
Rev 22:5 – no need of a candle or the sun, the light of God will be our light

Exact representation – charakter – an engraving tool to create a likeness
Nature – hupostasis – essence

Phil 2:6 who, although He continually existed in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
Existed – huparcho – one’s substance, what one is made of – form of God
a. An eikon is an image that represents someone or something else.
Mt 22:20 – a coin with Caesar’s image representing his authority
Rom 1:23 – unbel’s making statues of animals to who they prayed & sacrificed
b. Eikon can mean to be a copy of a person’s beliefs & character 

 Sp growth reshapes our beliefs to match the image of Christ 
 Clo 3:9-10, 2Cor 3:18 – transformed into the image of His Son
 Rom 8:29 – ultimate predetermined destiny is to be remade in His image

c. Jesus as the eikon also is the manifestation of the essence & character of 
eternal deity through His life and is worthy to be emulated. 
d. An eikon is a representation of something standing in its place.
Heb 10:1 – OT sacrifices as teaching visual aids of the sacrifice of Christ.

e. Jesus as the eikon means that He represents, stands as the visible image of 
the invisible God & is worthy to be worshipped as such

Representative - Types
1. An eikon is an image representing an archetype or prototype.

 Archetype – the original image which is being copied.
 Prototype – a first that forms a pattern 

2. Christ is a perfect representative cp with a type, an imperfect shadow image



Type – shadow image Heb 10:1; example 1Cor 10:6
Eph 5:22-33 – Christian marriage is an imperfect image of Christ & the church
3. Hypostatic Union joins the attributes of deity with the attributes of humanity 

into one person forever, with the visible as a representative of the invisible.
4. The God-Man is God and also stands as the visible representative of invisible 

God, so that the creatures of the world can see Him & relate to Him.
5. As we learn about the man Jesus & discern His character, we are seeing the 

person & character of eternal, invisible God.

Manifestation of the Invisible
1. No human being has actually seen God because He is invisible
John 1:18 No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the 
bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
2. John makes a difference between seeing God with our eyes & perceiving Him 

with our minds.
3John 1:11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. The one who does 
good is of God; the one who does evil has not seen God. 

3. In His humanity, Jesus displayed the essence and character of God
Jn 1:18 – explained Him – exegeomai to reveal, make known, explain

a. In His human growth, Jesus formed a perfect & pure belief & behavior system
b. All of His beliefs were formed out of the accurate interpretation of scripture
c. He lived out His perfect, divinely inspired beliefs through His relationships & 

His obedience to the Father’s will.
d. His attitudes, demeanor, words & actions were so pure that He could say to 

Phillip, if you have seen me then you have seen the Father. Jn 14:9
4. Through His death, burial & resurrection, Christ revealed both His sacrificial 

love to rescue His creation & also His Justice that must judge the creation.
Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.
Rom 3:25-26 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. 
This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He 
passed over the sins previously committed; 26 for the demonstration, I say, of His 
righteousness at the present time, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus. 
5. Through His human life Christ laid down a pattern for the Church Age believer

a. Jewish Age – Shadow - elaborate rituals & events teaching about the Person 
& work of Christ, GHS rested upon only a few, physical temple, priest nation



b. Church Age – completed cannon, Indwelling GHS, bel’s body is the temple, 
individuals can be transformed to have the thinking of God.

c. Though living in the Jewish Age, Jesus operated out of the spiritual system 
that would be given to the coming Church Age – prototype.

d. In Church Age bel’s are given the greatest opportunity to manifest the image 
of invisible God in all of human history – we can think the thoughts of Christ

Application
1. Mankind’s memories & motivations are formed as images based on what we 

believe to be true and important for our happiness. 
2. We require an image of someone that we trust, admire & want to emulate.
3. Christ is the true image & focus for the mind of the human race. As we keep 

our eyes on Him we will become like Him. 

 Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, 
let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let 
us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

4. God designed us in His image knowing that one day in the Church Age we 
would have capacity to choose to take on His image through transformation.

5. Christ is the manifestation of deity, we focus on Him, grow through 
transformation and we become the same manifestation as He is.

6. Our positional identity is in Him & as we grow our behavior & lifestyle 
becomes like Him, manifesting His essence through our own life.


