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Lesson 4      4/29/20

Review
God created both angels and man in similar circumstances. He insisted that angels
and man have freedom to choose their own destinies. Both angels and mankind 
chose to disobey God & fall from the +R standing in which they had been created.

We have asked a series of questions related to original sin and the terrible results 
that have passed down to all of us. A series of why questions to help us begin the 
process of discussing God’s plan to rescue us from our own bad decisions.

Question 1: 
Knowing the suffering it would cause, why did God allow sin & evil into the world 
and allow it to totally corrupt man’s body & soul?

Question 2 – 3 parts
Why did He allow the human race:  
a) to be born into condemnation and corruption 
b) inherit OSN that causes us to interpret every life experience from a self 
centered viewpoint and so to misunderstand everything in our lives, 
c) eventuating in false beliefs that enslave us & deform our physical brains.

Question 3
How can we summarize God’s purpose of our lives after salvation?

Question 4
What grace assets has He provided for us to achieve these goals? 

Question 5
Why is it so very difficult to achieve real, lasting change from our old thinking to 
the thinking of Christ? Why do we consistently revert back to our old patterns? 

a. The subconscious mind operates totally on stimulus & habitual response
b. Whatever we choose to believe all through our life and utilize becomes 
habituated in the subconscious, becomes automatic, habitual thinking that 
responds to circumstances in a predictable, consistent manner – patterns.
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c. The thoughts we choose with our volition actually cause our physical brain 
to arrange the neurons of our brain in such a way as to form patterns, so that 
we can repeat that same thought over and over.
 Every thought (every 10 seconds) forms a brain cell called a neuron
 Neurons naturally form together into pathways reflecting our thoughts
 By thinking the same thoughts over and over we form neural pathways
 Neural pathways solidify in the brain through use, insuring that we continue 

to use the same ideas again and again – divine design for truth in the heart  
d. By the time we have used an idea hundreds or thousands of times in our 
life, we will have entrenched this habitual behavior into an automatic response 
that has aligned our neurons into neural pathways that fire off automatically 
under the right circumstance. 
e. Simply learning bible information, no matter how insightful or how well 
expressed will never enable us to break the old, worldly belief patterns that we 
have engrained into our behavior and our very brains.
f. Old Man patterns must be intentionally confronted, rejected, removed, 
replaced and repeatedly denied the opportunity to reform. 63 days.
g. Taking off the OM is an intentional action, repetitive action with the intent 
to extinguish a particular behavior forever.

Human Faculties
https://www.metaphysicalrevelations.com/mentalfaculties.html

Mental Faculties are, as the name suggests, the instruments by and through 
which our mentality performs its various functions and tasks. Observations 
indicate that these faculties are not exclusive to any individual or group of 
individuals, but are universal among human beings. However, it can also be 
argued that the possession of any faculty - mental or other - means little or 
nothing, if a person is unaware of their existence, or lacks the knowledge of how 
to best employ them.

 Ex: Until my early 30’s I had no idea about how thinking happened; that I 
actually talked to myself (inner dialogue - Gen 18:12) nor formed mental 
images or visualizations as thoughts using the “eyes of the heart” (Eph 1:18).

The Hebrews didn’t distinguish sharply between the different aspects of the mind 
and heart like the Greeks and New Testament writers. Consider this: in the New 
Testament written in koine Greek, distinctions are made between soul (psuche), 

https://www.metaphysicalrevelations.com/mentalfaculties.html
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spirit (pneuma), mind (nous), heart (kardia) & conscience (suneidesis). These 
distinctions came from the minds of psychologists like Plato & Aristotle who were 
unbelievers but geniuses who made accurate observations about the inner life of 
human beings. It is from the New Testament that we will draw our study of our 
faculties.

Human Distinctions 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; 
and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Body – housing, storage & transportation
Soul – Mind & Heart – perception & logic
Spirit – Human Spirit joined with GHS - spirituality

Soul – the “me” aspect of our humanity that we identify with & that God saves & 
gives eternal life, that will live with Him forever.

Mentality

a. Mind – nous – Evaluation Center where we examine and evaluate life 
experience to achieve an understanding of the events of our life. The mind 
evaluates our human experience, postulates theories about what happened, 
why, what it means, what to do about it, if it was painful, how to avoid it 
happening again (NAPS), if pleasant or productive, how to reproduce the 
results and reach these conclusions that we will believe to give us control over 
our life in the midst of unpredictable human events. The mind is the staging 
area for evaluating human experience based on previous experience and 
previously believed conclusions to reach new conclusions that we believe and 
program into our heart to form our Old Man belief system.

b.  Heart – kardia – Memory Center where all of our beliefs are stored and 
categorized into their proper storage compartments for application when 
appropriate. The heart contains different types of categorization methods for 
memory storage. We store info for retrieval as vocabulary, as categories and 
as values in the conscience. The heart contains both the Old Man belief 
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systems and the New Man belief systems where all of our beliefs are stored for
use in evaluating life events, making appropriate choices and taking action. 

 
c. Conscience   – function of belief systems forming a guideline by which an 
individual determines his own ideas of right-wrong, good-bad, etc. Everyone’s 
conscience is programmed by their own adopted beliefs.

d. Faith – Faith is the influence system of the soul. Information is evaluated 
and conclusions reached in the mind. Once a conclusion is reached, if it is 
believed, it is transferred to the heart for storage and later use in life. If 
conclusions are not believed, they are stored in memory as theories we 
consider incorrect. Every conclusion we believe is transferred into the heart 
and becomes part of the belief system.
I.a. Faith programs the heart. The content of our faith (what we believe) 

determines how we will view every issue and area of life.
I.b. Faith is how we apply what we have believed. We use faith to attach to an 

idea stored in the heart and use it to deal with a life event.
 
Emotions – reins; kidneys; bowels – appreciator of the soul
 Thoughts and emotions are closely tied together in the bible – Psm 7:9; 26:2; 

Jer 17:10; 20:12; Rev 2:23.
 Emotions respond to thought – Gen. 43:40; Jer 4:19

 truth/thought = positive emotions – Prov 23:16
 lie/thought = negative emotions – Mt 27:3-5

 Emotions can be effected by the body – chemical imbalances.
 Changing the body can change emotions – work, play, relaxation – posture, 

exercise.
 Emotions can play an instructive role – indicators of thought – Psm 16:7
 Never used as basis of decisions – don’t choose based on how you feel – 

choose based on right and wrong.
 Emotions increase the effectiveness of thought put into action – enthusiasm, 

passion, desire, eagerness, excitement.
 Emotions can be repressed – primary defense against pain – 2Cor 6:12 

(stenochoreomai); Col 3:21 (athumos); Eph 6:4 – (parorgizo).
 Emotions must be free to operate as God designed

 Emotional pain is instructive to change thought –
don’t repress it – it is okay to hurt – it is normal to hurt.
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 Emotional joy, passion, excitement is a 
wonderful blessing that can only be experienced when emotions are free to
operate.

 Freedom of emotion does not necessitate freedom of expression – anger 
resentment, bitterness, etc.

 Emotions are changed by changing thought not by repression.

Volition   – the ability to choose; the power to choose our own beliefs and 
determine our own actions.
 Every imperative (command) in the bible indicates our ability through choice 

to obey.
 Our volition and how we use it is the greatest issue in our lives.
 Our eternal destiny is determined by the use of our volition – what we choose 

to believe about Jesus Christ.
 Our eternal destiny is determined by the use of our volition as a Christian – 

what we choose to believe about God’s authority, God’s word and God’s plan 
for our lives.

 The central issue in the Angelic Conflict is the use of Angelic volition – Angels 
chose to rebel against God’s authority bring judgment upon themselves.

 Satan – Ezek 28:15-19; Isa 14:12-14
 Fallen angels – 1/3 of the angels – Rev 12:4

 The reason man needs a savior is because of Adam’s volition – his choice to 
disobey God caused all mankind to come under the penalty of spiritual death. 

 Fall of Adam – Gen. 3:6; 1Tim 2:14
 Mankind – Rom 5:12

 The possession of volition gives us both opportunity and responsibility.
 Opportunity – we are able to choose our own beliefs, thoughts, feelings and 

actions – we determine our own destiny.
 Responsibility – each of us must face the consequences of our own choices, 

either good or bad.
Gal 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man sows, that 
shall he also reap – whatever we choose will return to us in the form of blessing 
or cursing.
Josh 24:15 – choose this day whom you will serve… - we all choose to serve the 
Lord or to serve ourselves.
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